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data under analysis. In many
applications, faster and more

efficient communications among
large numbers of users are

desirable. In other applications,
faster communications between

individuals may be desirable.
Telephonic communications,
including both the transfer of
voice data and the transfer of

data representing computerized
information, such as

computerized telephone printers
and facsimile machines, have

been used to transfer data
between users. Very high speed
data communications have been

practiced using the public
switched telephone network, or

"PSTN" to carry various
information, including voice
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data, computerized data and
facsimile transmissions.

However, the public switched
telephone network, as currently
structured, does not provide the
maximum amount of data that
can be practically transferred in

a given unit of time. With the
expansion of the Internet, and

the introduction of various
faster communication networks,

such as the Internet Protocol
Network, or "IP Network", on an
international basis, there has

been an increasing need for the
transfer of large quantities of
data, such as voice, facsimile

and computerized information,
between users using electronic,
data processing equipment. The

Internet network is a massive
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interconnection of computers in
a world-wide network which

permits a vast amount of
electronic data to be transferred
at near the speed of light. The
Internet is based on the use of
an information protocol, known

as Transmission Control
Protocol/Internet Protocol, or
"TCP/IP", which can be readily

transferred via the public
switched telephone network. In
this system, the sender of an

electronic message formats the
message in the form of packets

of data which are sent to the
recipient of the message over
the public switched telephone

network. At the recipient's end,
the recipient's computer reads
each packet of data and places
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each packet of data onto an
Internet Protocol Network which
is connected to a mass network,

such as the Internet, using a
technique called "packet

switching". Using this technique,
information can be transferred

between computers in a packet-
by-packet, electronic

communication and can be
e79caf774b
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